
Hel lo S latersvi l le  Congregat ional  Church.

I  hope you are a l l  able to take a breath ,  and make t ime to rest  and wai t  for
the bir th of  Jesus and don ' t  get  too overwhelmed by the hust le  and bust le  of
the Chris tmas season.  Actual ly  the Chris tmas season begins wi th Chris tmas
Day and lasts  12  days .   No ,  that  doesn ' t  come from the song.  The song comes
from that  t radi t ion!  

This  t ime of  wai t ing ,  which we begin Sunday December 3rd ,  is  the l i turgica l
season of  Advent ,  not  to be confused with the Hal lmark Chris tmas movie
season or  Chris tmas shopping season… we're ta lk ing apples and oranges .  

This  year  SCC has produced i ts  very own Advent  Devot ional .  Each day begins
in the spir i t  of  prayer ,  a  short  scr ipture reading fo l lowed by a ref lect ion
wri t ten by one of  the f r iends and members of  S latersvi l le  Congregat ional
Church.  I t  is  an af f i rming exper ience to read a devot ional  as  a  community
whether i t  be Lenten or  Advent ,  but  there 's  something very specia l  about
beginning each day with a  ref lect ion wri t ten by someone from the
community .  These booklets  have been mai led to f r iends who love this
community but  l ive too far  away to at tend.  They have a lso been brought  to
fr iends in ass is ted l iv ing so they can fo l low a long as wel l .  In  fact ,  you may
not ice that  a  couple of  the ref lect ions have been wri t ten by our f r iends
abroad.

Margaret  and Michel l  rea l ly  made the actual  physica l  product ion of  the
booklets  a  rea l i ty .  Each day 's  reading wi l l  a lso be posted on Facebook dai ly
and del ivered to those on the constant  contact  e-mai l  l i s t  a t  the beginning
of  each day ,  thanks to Jenni ,  Margaret  and Donna.  But  most  important ly
perhaps ,  the devot ional  was made possib le by a l l  of  the fo lks  who took a
chance and wrote ref lect ions even i f  they didn ' t  qui te  feel  comfortable doing
so.  They took a r isk and they t rusted their  community ,  much as Apr i l  and Bob
did when they were s inging solos up f ront  in church.  I t  takes a  wi l l ingness
to look l ike a  fool ,  to  t rust  and to take chances in order  to real ly  grow
spir i tua l ly .  Indiv iduals  don ’ t  grow playing i t  safe and nei ther  does a
community .  As a  community we need to put  ourselves “out  there”  the way
the fo lks  in this  devot ional  d id .  As a  community grows through spir i tua l
pract ice and trust ,  they are able to pro ject  to the wor ld around them who
they are in a  powerful  way.  I t ' s  not  a  mystery what  they stand for ,  i t ' s
obvious .  That  one of  my hopes for  SCC.                                 
                                                                                       (Cont inued)
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2023 OFF ICERS OF  THE  CHURCH

2023 COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS
Ruth Mills, Caring
Michell Eskeli, Diaconate
Alma Morin, Hospitality
Bob Meo, Stewardship
Martha Hunt, Music
Rick Stelle, Property
Gretchen Westhoven, Missions
George Briggs, Chrisian Ed
Bob Meo, Fundraising
Bob Meo, Projects

CHURCH STAFF

Jenni Hull, Moderator
Ruth Mills, Clerk
Jean Meo, Financial Clerk
Margaret Hanoian, Treasurer

DIACONATE
Michell Eskeli, Chairperson
Christine Bonas
Marilyn Briggs
Marsha Brodeur
Richard Brodeur
Sandy Gamache
Martha Hunt
Darlene Magaw
April McAllister
Stephen Wowk

Korte Yeo, Bridge Minister
John Staples, Director of Music
Jill Boday, Handbell Choir
Hope Paul, Nursery Attendant
Romeo Mendes, Sexton

BY REV.  KORTE

The ONA Core Team introduced the idea of  purchasing a UCC “Be
the Church”  banner at  our  last  counci l  meet ing with the mot ion
being quick ly  approved.  The banner has a l ready arr ived and been
placed between the pi l lars  in f ront  of  the church by Steve and J im ,
wi th Bob taking on a supervisory ro le .  

January 7 ,  we wi l l  have a short  meet ing af ter  church with
prospect ive new members .  I f  you have been hanging out  wi th the
good fo lks  at  SCC for  some t ime now,  maybe this  is  the t ime to
consider  jo ining!  As of  today ,  I  bel ieve we have 6-8 people
planning to jo in .  The ceremony wi l l  occur dur ing the service on
January 28th ,  the day of  your annual  congregat ional  meet ing .
December 17th we wi l l  have a bapt ism for  baby E lena ,  wi th soon-to-
be members (and adoring parents )  Jess ica and Matt  S i lva .  December
31st  we wi l l  be bapt iz ing baby Violet ,  the beloved granddaughter  of
Karen Yet ter  and Kar in Marchessaul t .

The s ign-ups for  B ib le s tudy and crucia l  conversat ions are avai lable
on the k i tchen counter  at  cof fee hour .  We wi l l  have a br ief  meet ing
af ter  church at  cof fee hour on January 14 th to discuss the detai ls  of
the Bib le s tudy.  I f  you have ment ioned to me more than once that
you sure wish there was a B ib le s tudy at  S latersvi l le
Congregat ional  Church ,  I  had bet ter  see your name on that  l is t !
About  10 or  12  of  you have ei ther  read crucia l  conversat ions or
port ions of  i t .  Someone has a l ready purchased the smal l  group
leadership book.  I f  improved col laborat ion and the success of  this
community is  important  to you ,  p lease s ign up for  this  group.  I t  wi l l
be lay led .

The hol iday season is  a  joyous one ,  but  a lso carr ies  wi th i t  much
sadness for  many.  For  some i t  wi l l  be the f i rs t  or  second Chris tmas
without  a  beloved one ,  a  spouse ,  chi ld  or  parent ,  maybe a s ib l ing or
fr iend.  For  others the hol idays come with painful  memories or
sadness around estranged fami ly  or  f r iends or  s t ra ined re lat ion.
For  some of  us hol idays are di f f icul t .  With that  in mind ,  a t  7pm on
Wednesday evening ,  December 20th there wi l l  be a  “Longest  Night ” ,
somet imes referred to as  a  “B lue Chris tmas”  service .  I t  wi l l  be a
t ime of  ref lect ion ,  remembrance and a p lace where i t ' s  OK to not
be ecstat ica l ly  happy for  a  few moments .  Far  f rom depressing a
longest  night  service is  a  t ime to be supported and show support
for  those who may struggle dur ing the hol iday season.  P lease let
f r iends in gr ief  groups and recovery groups know about  this
specia l  service .    

And ,  wel l ,  i t ’ s  a  l i t t le  ear ly ,  but  MERRY CHRISTMAS!



The North Smithfield Food Pantry remains a strong support
for so many in our community who are in need. When the
Pantry reached out to Missions asking if Slatersville
Congregational Church would be able to help out with gift
cards to complete the Thanksgiving baskets, we were able
to meet their need thanks to the generosity of our
congregation.  Missions purchased 65 $35 Stop & Shop gift
cards for a total of $2,275. The Food Pantry and their clients
were deeply grateful.

In recognition of Veterans’s Day and the depth of gratitude
that we feel for all who have served, Missions voted to give
$500 to Operation Stand Down Rhode Island. OSDRI is
Rhode Island’s primary nonprofit resource for homeless and
at-risk veterans.The organization offers a wide-range of
services including supportive permanent and transitional
housing, legal and VA Benefit representation, intensive case
management, basic human needs assistance (for example,
foo and clothing), and employment training programs.Our
donation will help to strengthen the veteran community by
providing wrap-around services to veterans in need.

Believe it or not, it is time for our Annual ADOPT-A-FAMILY
gift drive. Our church will be supporting 3 families in the
community this year. Please help us out by selecting a gift
request slip during Coffee Hour on December 3rd. After you
have made your purchase, please wrap your gift and TAPE
THE SLIP to the bottom of the wrapped package. Return
your gift on or before Sunday, December 17th and help
make a family’s Christmas one to remember
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NS Food Pantry - DecemberMissions Moment
BY ALISON KRAUSE

The North Smithfield Food Pantry has
need of the following items in the
month of December:  Pasta, Beans and
Tuna

The Pantry hours for DECEMBER will
be:

Saturday, December 16th at 10am
Tuesday, December 19th at 5:30pm
Saturday, December 23rd at 10am
Saturday, December 30th at 10am

BY DENISE BRANDENBURG
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December 3rd at 8:30am
Breakfast with the Wisemen.

December 8th at 7:00pm 
Christmas Caroling Service @ East
Blackstone Quaker Meeting House.
Snow Date is December 15.

December 9
Delivery Date for  Memorial
Poinsettia Plants. (Forms on the
Lobby Table).

December 10
Mitten Tree Sunday.

December 17th 
Adopt a Family Deadline

December 20th at 7pm - Longest
Night Service. A Candle light
Service of Healing and Hope

December 24th - Christmas Eve
10am -  Worship Service
5pm - Family Christmas Eve Service
11pm - Candle Light Service

Stewardship Update

Thank you to all who have returned their pledge cards
for our Stewardship Campaign. As of December 1st we
have received a return of about 40%. We would
appreciate a response by December 17th to enable the
Finance Committee to develop our 2024 budget. Thank
you again and enjoy the holidays!

Christmas Dates to Remember...

BY JEAN MEO

2024 Volunteers Needed!
Our Church Committees are running a little short-
handed lately, and WE NEED YOU! 
As we welcome new people to our church family and we
try new things, there is always room for new voices and
ideas. Why don’t you add yours? 

Most of our committees are meeting virtually, or on
Sundays, so it’s easier than ever to participate. We can
find the right “fit” for your talents, interests, and your
availability – just say YES!

If you’re willing to join in this effort, even in just small
way,  please call or text Jenni Hull at 508-958-4830, or
send an email to slatersvillechurch@gmail.com. 
She can help you find the right opportunity for you in
2024!

You can play an IMPORTANT role in creating a

bright future for our Church!!

mailto:slatersvillechurch@gmail.com
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BY JOHN STAPLES

OUR SINCERE THANKS

The  Senior  Choir  is  so
exic i ted about  the new
Choir  Robes!   We would l ike
to thank a couple of  people .
Thank you Rick Ste l le  who
led the charge with another
Tr iv ia  Night  in benef i t  of
the purchase of  the robes .   
The evening ra ised $500!  

We would a lso l ike to express our deepest
grat i tude to a  Donor who would prefer  to
remain anonymous ,  for  donat ing the funds
for  the remainder of  the cost  for  the
purchase of  the new Choir  Robes .   Your
kindness and generosi ty  has our deepest
grat i tude.   Thank you both so very much for
your generous ef for ts  and contr ibut ions .

December 21st ,  the winter  sols t ice ,  is
the longest  night  of  the year .  With the
hol idays and the increased amount of
darkness ,  th is  t ime of  year  can be
especia l ly  d i f f icul t  for  those suf fer ing
with gr ief ,  loss ,  or  depression in the
face of  the death of  a  loved one ,  the
loss of  a  job ,  or  a  s t ruggle wi th
addict ion.

I f  you are s truggl ing in this  way we
want  you to know you aren ' t  a lone ,
others  are searching to f ind l ight  in the
midst  of  the darkness as  wel l .
Therefore ,  we invi te  you to jo in us for
this  opportuni ty  for  worship ,  prayer ,
ref lect ion ,  and we pray a lso for  hope
and heal ing ,  th is  hol iday season as we
gather  the night  before the sols t ice for
the Longest  Night :  A Service of  Rest  &
Ref lect ion.

 Wednesday ,  December 20th ,
7 :00pm

Slatersvi l le  Congregat ional  Church


